The title compound, [Ni(C 11 H 10 N 2 O 2 ) 2 ](C 7 H 5 O 2 ) 2 , consists of an Ni II ion coordinated by two tridentate chelating (2-py) 2 -C(OH) 2 ligands (py is pyridyl) and two benzoate anions. The Ni II ion is located on a twofold rotation axis, and its geometry is distorted octahedral. The gem-diol ligand (2-py) 2 C(OH) 2 adopts an 1 :
1 : 1 coordination mode. There are O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds between the gem-diol ligands and benzoate anions. 
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Comment
The interaction of transition metal ions with biologically active molecules such as amino acids, proteins, sugars, fulvic acids and humic acids is of great importance in the biological systems (Daniele, et al., 2008; Parkin, 2004; Tshuva and Lippard, 2004) . As models to examine the interaction, the study on the interaction of the transition metal ions with various acids such as benzoic acid has been intensively examined. Our group have also reported a variety of structures of copper(II) and zinc(II) benzoates with quinoxaline, 6-methylquinoline, 3-methylquinoline, trans-1-(2-pyridyl)-2-(4-pyridyl)ethylene, and di-2-pyridyl ketone (Lee, et al., 2008; Yu, et al., 2008; Park, et al., 2008; Shin, et al.,2009; Yu, et al., 2009a,b; Yu, et al.,2010) .
Di-2-pyridyl ketone ((py) 2 CO) has been employed to form structurally interesting new complexes with 3 d-metal ions (Stoumpos, et al., 2009) (Wang, et al., 1986; Li, et al., 2005; Yu, et al., 2009a,b) , but no structure with a benzoate ion as the counter-ion has been reported. We report here another structure of Ni II benzoate containing a neutral ligand (2-py) 2 C(OH) 2 .
The Ni II atom is coordinated by two tridentate chelating (2-py) 2 C(OH) 2 ligand to form a distorted octahedral geometry.
The Ni II ion is located on a two fold axis. The gem-diol ligand (2-py) 2 C(OH) 2 adopts the coordination mode η 1 :η 1 :η 1 (Fig.1 ).
There are hydrogen bonds between the gem-diol hydrogen atoms and benzoate oxygen atoms. 
Special details
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes. 
Refinement. Refinement of
